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Preface

Hyperspectral imaging is an emerging field of electro-optical and infrared
remote sensing. Advancements in sensing and processing technology have
reached a level that allows hyperspectral imaging to be more widely
applied to remote sensing problems. Because of this, I was asked roughly
six years ago to serve as an adjunct faculty member at the Air Force
Institute of Technology in Ohio to construct and teach a graduate course
on this subject as part of their optical engineering program. As I searched
for a suitable textbook from which to teach this course, it became
apparent to me that there were none that provided the comprehensive
treatment I felt the subject required. Hyperspectral remote sensing is
a highly multidisciplinary field, and I believe that a student of this
subject matter should appreciate and understand all of its major facets,
including material spectroscopy, radiative transfer, imaging spectrometry,
and hyperspectral data processing. There are many resources that suitably
cover these areas individually, but none that are all inclusive. This book
is my attempt to provide an end-to-end treatment of hyperspectral remote
sensing technology.

I have been using this textbook in manuscript form to teach a one-
quarter class at the graduate level, with Masters and Ph.D. students taking
the course as an elective and subsequently performing their research in
the hyperspectral remote sensing field. The amount of material is arguably
too much to fit within a single quarter and would ideally be spread over a
semester or two quarters if possible. The content of the book is oriented
toward the physical principles of hyperspectral remote sensing as opposed
to applications of hyperspectral technology, with the expectation that
students finish the class armed with the required knowledge to become
practitioners in the field; be able to understand the immense literature
available in this technology area; and apply their knowledge to the
understanding of material spectral properties, the design of hyperspectral
systems, the analysis of hyperspectral imagery, and the application of the
technology to specific problems.

There are many people I would like to thank for helping me complete
this book. First, I would like to thank the Air Force Research Laboratory
for their support of this endeavor, and my many colleagues in the

xv



xvi Preface

hyperspectral remote sensing field from whom I have drawn knowledge
and inspiration during the 15 years I have performed research in this area.
I would like to thank all of my OENG 647 Hyperspectral Remote Sensing
students at the Air Force Institute of Technology who suffered through
early versions of this manuscript and provided invaluable feedback to help
improve it. In particular, I owe great thanks to Joseph Meola of the Air
Force Research Laboratory, who performed a very thorough review of the
manuscript, made numerous corrections and suggestions, and contributed
material to Chapters 10 and 14, including participating in useful technical
discussions concerning nuances of signal processing theory. I am very
grateful for thorough, insightful, and constructive reviews of my original
manuscript performed by Dr. John Schott of the Rochester Institute of
Technology and Dr. Joseph Shaw of Montana State University on behalf of
SPIE Press, as well as Tim Lamkins, Dara Burrows, and their staff at SPIE
Press for turning my manuscript into an actual book. Additionally, I would
like to acknowledge the support of Philip Maciejewski of the Air Force
Research Laboratory for performing vegetation spectral measurements, the
National Aeronautics and Space Agency (NASA) for the Hyperion data,
the Defense Intelligence Agency for the HYDICE data, John Hackwell
and the Aerospace Corporation for the SEBASS data, Patrick Brezonik and
the University of Minnesota for the lake reflectance spectra, Joseph Shaw
of Montana State University for the downwelling FTIR measurements,
Bill Smith of NASA Langley Research Center for the GIFTS schematic
and example data, and others acknowledged throughout this book for the
courtesy of using results published in other books and journals.

Finally, this book would not have been possible were it not for the
help and support of my wife Michelle and daughters Maria and Katie,
who provided great patience and encouragement during the many hours
that their husband and father was preparing, typing, and editing this book
instead of giving time to them and attending to other things around our
home. Now that this immense undertaking is completed, I hope to make
up for some of what was lost.

Michael T. Eismann
Beavercreek, Ohio
March 2012
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