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Introduction 
 
 
This is the third time the Ground based and Airborne Telescopes conference was 
held within the SPIE Astronomical Telescopes and Instrumentation Symposium.  
The participation of scientists, engineers, and managers from around the world 
reflects the high interest in the use of ground-based and airborne telescopes in 
astronomy.  The conference touched on dedicated missions applied to space 
observations and the latest developments in ground-based and airborne 
telescopes. 
  
This year, our conference included 23 oral sessions and one poster session.  Out of 
hundreds of paper submissions in response to the call for papers, 100 authors had 
the opportunity to present their papers orally. One-hundred-four participants 
made use of the opportunity to present their papers as posters. 
 
The contributions demonstrated an exciting era of astronomical missions over a 
wide range of projects being implemented worldwide.  The innovations being 
demonstrated in designs of telescopes in large arrays, extreme conditions, and in 
different wavelengths were presented.  It was inspiring to see that technology has 
developed to the point that extremely large optical telescopes are now feasible 
and being implemented.  Finally, projects were able to present their lessons 
learned for integration and commissioning. 
 
 

Larry M. Stepp 
Roberto Gilmozzi 

Helen J. Hall 
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