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Introduction 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
We’d like to express our appreciation to all of the authors, co-authors, presenters, 
conference committee members, workshop organizers, and attendees of the 
Ground-Based and Airborne Telescopes VII conference at the 2018 SPIE 
Astronomical Telescopes and Instrumentation Symposium.  We further extend a 
sincere thank you to the SPIE coordination staff for their dedicated efforts in 
bringing this event, including over 200 oral, poster, and workshop presentations, to 
fruition.   
 
Special features of this year’s conference included two collaborative sessions with 
the Modeling, Systems Engineering, and Project Management for Astronomy VII 
conference on Modeling as a Driver of Observatory Design, plenary presentations 
by major observatories in early operations, commissioning, and development 
including Gravitational Wave Observatories, and two special workshops on topics 
of Shutter Mechanisms and Optical Coatings. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone again in Yokohama, Japan in 2020, and 
hearing about the amazing accomplishments to come. 
 
 

Heather K. Marshall  
Jason Spyromilio 
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